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VIDEO COMPANION GUIDE

Building a Raised Bed
Companion notes to the 7-minute how-to video.

A print companion to the video series at globaloneurbanfarming.org/resources
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What you'll build
A 4×8 foot cedar raised bed, 20 inches tall, filled with a balanced soil mix. Total cost of
materials in KC as of 2026: about $220.

Materials list
• Six 8-foot cedar 2×10 boards (four cut to 4 ft)
• One box 3" exterior deck screws
• Landscape fabric or cardboard for the base
• 1.5 cubic yards of soil mix (delivered)

The build in 6 steps
• 1. Cut four boards to 4 feet
• 2. Assemble the first course on-site with 3 screws per corner
• 3. Stack and screw the second course
• 4. Line the ground with cardboard to smother grass
• 5. Fill with soil mix; water thoroughly to settle
• 6. Plant the same day if possible

See also
For the full soil recipe and first-planting schedule, read the Starting a Raised Bed guide in
our Resources library.
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